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which unites Christianity and Islam would
be the work of years. Within the scope of
the present volume, all that can be done is
to explain the points of contact between
Christian and Muhammedan theories of
life and religion. Such is the object of the
following pages. We shall first treat of
Muhammed personally, because his rise as
a religious force will explain the possibility
of later developments.

This statement also explains the sense
in which we shall use the term Christianity.
Muhammedanism has no connection with
post-Reformation Christianity and meets
it only in the mission field. Practical
questions there arise which lie beyond the
limits of our subject, as we have already
indicated. Our interests are concerned
with the mediaeval Church, when Christianity
first imposed its ideas upon Muhammedan-
ism at the time of its rise in the East, and
afterwards received a material extension
of its own horizon through the rapid progress